S4                            ALCTJIN   OF   YOBK.

Charlemagne, the son of Pepin, king as yet of
the Franks, emperor in the year 800, a man about
seven years younger than Alcuin. On a visit to
the continent in 781 he again met Karl, who pro-
posed to him that he should enter his service as
master of the school of his palace, and practically
minister of education for all parts of the vast
empire over which Karl ruled. In 782 he joined
Karl, having obtained leave of absence from the
Northumbrian king Alfweald^ Archbishop Ecg-
bert's great-nephew, and from the new archbishop,
Eanbald I. From that time onwards he was
KarFs right-hand man, in matters theological
as well as educational; and in some matters of
supreme political importance too. The leave of
absence lasted some nine or ten years; at the end
of that time Alcuin came back for a short time,
but he soon after terminated his official connexion
with York, and spent the rest of his life in the
dominions of Karl.

Archbishop Ecgbert, Alcuin^s master, had been
a friend of the venerable Bede. The only occasion
on which we know that Bede left his cloister was
that of a visit to Ecgbert at York, shortly before
Bede's death, if he died in 735. We have it from
Bede himself that he had promised another visit to
York in the following year, but was too ill to carry
out his promise. Failing the opportunity of long
conversations on the state of the Province of York,
which corresponded to the bishoprics of York, Lin-
disfarne, Hexham, and Whithern, Bede set down his
thoughts on parchment or tablets, and sent them
to his friend. This Letter of Bede to Ecgbert is
by very far the most important document of those